Decimal Operations


Adding and Subtracting Decimals

Example:    23.42  +  1.72

23.42





          +  1.72






25.14

1.   Stack the numbers with the decimals stacked one on top of the other.

      2.   Add (or Subtract) the numbers and bring the decimal point straight down.


Multiplying Decimals

      Example:    12.4 (4.2)         12.4 (4.2)(original has two decimal places

      Rewrite:     124     Multiply normally

   without
x 42



 decimals
 248




         +496_
 



           5228      Count decimals in the original

ANSWER = 52.28 ( Put the same number of decimal places in the answer


    1. Write the numbers without decimals and multiply normally.

     2.  In the original problem, count the total number of decimal places 

(numbers to the right of the decimal)

      3.  Put the decimal point in the answer so that it has the same number of places

            as there were in the original problem. (two places)








Dividing Decimals

Type One:  The number you are dividing by (the divisor) does not have a decimal.

          Example:  4.2 ( 7     
Setup     
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 and divide
1.   Bring the decimal straight up

ANSWER = .6

2.   Divide normally

Type Two:  The number you are dividing by (the divisor) has a decimal.

          Example:  3.4 ( .17    
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       (move both decimals 2 places to the right)



    Move the decimal up   
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 and divide


1. Move the outside decimal as far to the right as it will go


(all the way to the division bar)


2. Move the inside decimal the same way.


(same direction, same number of places)


3. Take the decimal straight up and divide normally.	
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