Name: _______________
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Using your calculator, calculate the following exponents and observe the sign of the answer.
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What do you notice about the signs? _______________________________________

Now calculate the next two problems and observe the signs of the answers.

[image: image12.wmf]2

3

2

3

2

1

3

8

)

2

(

4

2

4

y

x

y

x

y

x

=

=

-

-

[image: image13.wmf]2

2

1

2

1

8

1

8

1

)

(

1

8

x

x

x

=

÷

ø

ö

ç

è

æ

=

÷

ø

ö

ç

è

æ

-

[image: image14.wmf]4

1

4

-

=

´

-

[image: image15.wmf]1


What do you notice about the signs? _______________________________________
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Post your explanation for these sign differences on the discussion board (in blackboard).

Leave at least one comment on someone else’s explanation.
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Now work the following problems:

1) 
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Answers to slide show practice problems: Negative and Zero Exponents
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Discuss your solutions with other class members and show


(in expanded form) why your solution is correct.
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