Graphing Lines 
The Slope of a Line


The slope tells you whether a line rises or falls (as you go from left to right). In other words, it describes whether the line is going up or down.  And it also describes how steep the line is. Steepness is a description of how quickly the line rises or falls. 

Examples of different types of Slopes:

        Positive Slope





Negative Slope

(goes up from left to right)



(goes down from left to right)












Think of it as a staircase.  If you must take a large step forward, then a small step up while climbing the stairs,  then it has a “gradual” slope. But if the stairs are very narrow, so that your foot barely fits on the step but each step is tall so that you have to step very high to get from one step to the next, then it is a “steep” slope.

Gradual Positive Slope




Steep Positive Slope

      (rises slowly)





     (rises quickly)
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Gradual Negative Slope




Steep Negative Slope

      (descends slowly)





(descends quickly)
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